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ABOUT THE BOOK:

Dave Pigeon and his trusty sidekick, Skipper, are on
the hunt for biscuits, as per usual. Biscuits and good
stories. Where better to go than a bookshop? Surely
there’ll be a healthy supply of both...

Only, pigeons aren'’t exactly welcome in bookshops.
Feather-flapping chaos ensues with inevitably

hilarious results!

A laugh-out-loud story featuring a much-loved

character, Dave Pigeon, which promotes a love of
bookshops and their Human Booksellers and
encourages children to get reading.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Swapna Haddow is the multi award-winning
children’s author of the Dave Pigeon series,
published by Faber. The Dave Pigeon series has
received rave reviews since first publishing in 2016
and went on to win three regional awards in the UK
and was shortlisted for the prestigious Sainsbury’s
Children’s Book Award.

Swapna loves to write about boisterous animals that
cause mayhem and is working to make sure mean
cats, grizzly bears and big-hearted little rabbits find
their place on the bookshelves. Friendship and
humour are always at the heart of what she loves

to write. Swapna lives in New Zealand with her
husband and son, and their dog, Archie. When she’s
not writing she is usually reading, dreaming about
living on a boat or eating Jaffa Cakes.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR:

Sheena Dempsey is a children’s book illustrator
from Cork, Ireland. She has illustrated over thirty
books for children over the last decade including the
award-winning Dave Pigeon series and Bad Panda
series, both written by Swapna Haddow. /
Swapna and Sheena were dubbed a «

‘dream team’ by the Guardian in 2021. ‘v\ﬂ

She lives in Folkestone, Kent with her Dy
husband Mick and their adorable
greyhound Jeremy.
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World Book Day have worked with Coram Beanstalk and Bag Books to create activities that open the door
to each book before the child even opens the front cover.

BOOK CHAT: SENSORY ACTIVITY:
Dave Pigeon is learning how to write a World Book RUFFLING FEATHERS:
Day book. I wonder if it’s difficult to decide what to

write about? Grab a bag of multicoloured feathers and PVA glue.
Draw a pigeon outline, glue the feathers on it, and

What animal would you like to write a story; what create your own pigeon. If you can, add ‘crumbs’ for

would it be about? For example, would a lion write added authenticity!

about sleeping in the sun all day, or would a mouse

write about escaping from a cat? BEAKY BUSINESS:

A GAME YOU COULD PLAY: Fly into the chaos of the bookshop with Dave and

And here’s an idea of a fun game you could play Skipper. Make your own pigeon beak using the

called “Consequences”. template provided and try to mimic the ‘coo’ that

pigeons make: https: /youtu.be/R3afGLyZZ64

Each player has a strip of paper and writes their
first sentence, starting “One day...” at the top. Then
they fold it over so the sentence is hidden and
write “Suddenly...” on the paper before passing it
to the next person. They complete the “Suddenly...’
sentence and fold it over again, writing “Then..”

on the paper before passing it on. After the next
person has completed the “Then...” sentence they
do the same, and write “In the end...” on the paper
and pass it on again.

’

Finally fold the paper over so all the writing is
hidden and pass it on. You can each unfold your
paper and see what crazy adventures you

have created!
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https://youtu.be/R3afGLyZZ64

